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LETTER 



TO THE 



Reverend Dr DURELL. 



Rbv^rind sir, 

BEING a Matter of Ifrael, and placed at the' 
head of one of the moft renowned feats of 
Learning in the world, you need not be in- 
formed that the MiiEon of the Holy Ghost is the 
one grand promife of the New, as the coming of 
Jesus Christ was the great proroifii of. the Old. 
Teftament difperifation. .".I will pray the Father,, 
fays our bleiTed Lord to his almoft difconfolatc Pif* 
ciples, and he (hall give you another Comforter. '^ 
And again, '* It is expedient for you^ that I go 
away \ for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you \ but if I depart (it being the Pur- 
chafe of his all- atoning Blood, and deftgned to be 
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the immediate fruit and proof of the reality of his 
refurre(9:ion, and fubfequent afcenfion into Heaven) 
I. will fend him unto you." And that they might . 
know that this Comforter was not to be confined 
to, or monopolized by Them, but was to be of 
ftanding general ufe. He immediately gives them 
intimations of the deflgn and nature of His office : 
and therefore adds, ^' arid when he is come, he will 
convince the world of iln^ and of rigbt^ufnefs, and 
ofjudgmcnt." 

Strange, and till then unheard-of, promife this ! 
Such as a Confucius, a Zoroafter, or any other fic- 
titious uninfpired Prophet or Lawgiver, never dreamt 
of. A promii^, which none but One, who was 
God over all, could dare to make ; a promife 
which nope but One, who was God over all, could 
poffibly fulfil. 

« 

Agreeable to this promife, *' having afcended up 
on. High, led captivity captive, and received |bi5.- 
gift for men, this divine Paraclete, this HoljP 
Ghoft, on the day of Pentecoft, came down froiA 
Heaven like a rufhing mighty wind j and there ap- 
peared cloven tongues, like as of fire, and fat upon 
each of the Apoftles." — The efFedls wefe immediate 
and vifible. — Poor^ illiterate Fifbermen, inflan*' 
taneoufly commenced Scholars, Preachers, Orators. 
And w^ll they might ; for, being filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, as the Spirit gave them utterance^ they 
began to fpbak with other tongues thq wonderful 
things of God, 

But 
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-' But what was all this divine apparatcrs, this divine 
preaching, this divine oratory intended for ? The 
following verfcs inform us : The hearers of thofc 
wonderful things^ the fpedtators of this tranfcen- 

•dently amazing fccne, ** were pricked to the heart, 
and were made to cry out. Men and Brethren, what 
(ball we do ? And the fame day v^ere ;iddcd to this 
infant church about three tboufand fouls." Here 
were proofs, fubftantial, inconteftible proofs, of the 
reality of the Refurre^ion, Afcenfion, and likewife 
of the efficacy of the all-powerful Interceffion of 
their once crucified, but now exalted. Lord ; not 
only fubftantial and inconteftible, but at the fame 

'time ientlrely fuitablc t6 the nature of his Miffion, 
who in the days of his fle(h by his doctrines and mi- 

• racles declared, that his only defign in coming iuio 
. our world, was to fave finne^s. 

^ Upon this rock, namely, an experimental mani-^ 
.lieflation and application of his Diviifity. to the re- 
.newed heart (which flefli and blood, human Reafon, 

• Tain PbiIofopby9 moral Suafion, or any, or aU bare-* 
ly external evidence whatfoever, cannot reveal) hath 
he built, dotb he now build, and will continue to 
build his church j and therefore it is that the gates, 
neither the power nor policy of hell, fcall ever be 
able to prevail againft it. By the influence of this 
almighty Agent hath he promiftd to be With. his 
mtnifters and people, even to the end of the wprld. 
And agreeable to this, hath taught us daily to pray 
that his Kingdom may conde ; which being to be 
begun, carried on and completed^ by one .continued 
emanation of divine influence Communtcated to be- 
lierers in the iife of all appointed means, can alone 
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ehabfe us to do God's will <m earth, with, any de- 
gree of that unanimity, chearfulnefs, univerfality, 
and perfeverance, as it is done by the holy angels 
abore. And as this is the dally united prayer of the 
whole catholic church, howeycr diftrefled or difperf- 
td, and however varying as to circumftantials and 
non-eifentials, over the whole earth i it followeth, 
that every addition of any individual monument of 
divine mercy > •out of every nation, language, or 
tongue, muft be looked opto in part as an anfwer 
to the daily prayer of t^tsy ifodnridual bcUever un- 
der Heaven, 

, Hence, no doubt, it is, that as the angels are ient 
forth to be miniftting fpirits, to mioifter to thofe 

' who ihali be heirs of (ahratiMi, that there is fsu'd to 
be joy in heaven ov<er evety finner that ropenteth. 
And as thene is joy in Heaven, fo in proportion as 
they rife Into the fiarure o^ Airgels, wiHthere be joy 
atfo uppn the fame adcoimt amongflfgood men eh 

< earth. Accordingly the Hvefy Oi-aKrles inform OS, 

- thai << when the Apo(H€s aAd^ Bi^tbrevi tt^hich wefe 
in Judea heard that the Geittlies alfo had received 
the word of God, they glorilicd Him, faying. Then 
hath God alfo to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life." 

^ • » • 

« ^ Ahd conformably to this, we are told, that •• when 
. Barnabas came to Antioch, and faw the grace of 
God, he was glad." And why? Becaufc he was 
a good man, and full of the Holy Ghoft and of 
Faith. And as the fame caufe will always be pro- 
du<aive of the fame effcflt, perfons endued with the 
'famefeeftign «nd godlike dilpofiti<M» with tliis good 
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man, ^U alwtys be ghd when^theyfee w^Hur^ 
any fcriptural marks or practical tvidences of true 
and undefUed Rdigioii,. wrought in, or appearing 
upon any fubjeA of divine grace. whatibeircr« J^nd 
this joy niuft neceflarily rife, in proportioin as Aicb 
fubjeds, either by their abilities or cifpumftaoces^ 
add ntuation.in life» promifemore ioiporiant and ex-* 
tenAve ufefuluefs in the world and xhurch ,9f 
God., 

No wonder therefore, . Reverend Sir, tfaat it hath 
gladdened the hearta of many, and afforded a;>atteif 
of uncommon joy .and thanksgiving to the F^thec 
of mercies and GoD' of all confolation, to hear,, that 
for fome time paft there hath boen a mor^ th.-^ 
common religioua^cQncern and zp^i for promoting! 
their 6wn and others falvdtjon aipong fQme of ,^q 
Sons of the Prophets. What a pleaflng profpe^^ 
hath hereby been opened- of a future bltifing' to the 
rifiBg generation !- Av.bkifing,. .which we well* 
hop^y woold be not lefs Ailutar^ and^^peficial^tg^ 
tbe mxtral,^ than the new crufe p{ fai|^ u^hich tbo 
prophet Eliiba, whea complaint was made, tb^t the 
water was naught and the ground barren, caf! inta 
the fpring of waters, with a Thus faith the Lord,. 
1- have healed thefe waters, was to paxt of the natu- 
ral world. " There Ihall not be from thence, fays 
the Prophet, any more death or barren land : So 
the waters were healed unto this day," 

- But alas! how is this general joy damped, and 
the pleafing profpe^l aknoft totally eclipfed, by a 
late melancholy fcene exhibited in that very place 
fromi ikhcofie, as from a fountaiq^ many of their ; 
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^eacbert frequently and exprefsly pray, that pare 
itreams may for ever flow to water the city of the 
living God? You ;jiced not be told, Reverend 
Sir, MffhsLt place I mean. It was the famous Uni- 
verfity of Oxford. Nor need I fnention the fcene 
exbihited } it was a tribunal, a vifitatorial tribunal, 
erected in Edmund-Hall— fix pious Students, who 
I^romifed to be the fait of the earth, and lights of 
the world, entire friends to the Dodrines and Litur- 
gy of our Church, by a Citation previoufly fixed 
ijpon the College door, were fammoned to appear 
before this tribunal. They did appear ; and, as 
fame were pTeafedto term it, were tried, convifted, 
and to clofe the fcene, in the Chapel of the fame 
Hall, confecrated and fet apart for nobler purpofes, 
had the fentence of Expulfion publicly read and 
pronounced againft them. 

So {(Bvcrt a {entente, in an age when almoft evefy 
kind of proper di&fpline is hefd with fo lax a 
tt'itij hath naturally excited a curiofity in all that 
have heard ot rt, to inquire what notable crime thefe 
delinquents may have been guilty of, to deferve 
flich uncommonly ligorous treatment. But how wilt 
their curlofity be turned into mdignation, when they 
are told, that they were thus rigorouHy handled for 
doing no evil at aTl, and that no fault could be found 
in them, fave in the law of their Gqd ^ 

It is true indeed, one article of impeachment 
was, " that fome of them were of Trades' before 
•* they entred Into the Univerfity." But what evit 
or crime worthy of expulfion can there be in that l^ 
To be called (tern any, though the meaneft nie»- 
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cbantc employ, to the^ftudy of the liberal art4, 
where a natural Genius hath been given, was never 
yet looked upon as a reproach to, or diminution 
of, any great and public chara£ier whatfoever. Pro- 
fane Hiftory affords us a variety of examples of the 
gfeateft Heroes who have been fetched even from 
the plough, to command armies, and perform the 
greateft exploits for their Country's good. And if 
we examine facred Hiftory, we (hall find, that even 
David, after he was anointed King, looked back 
with fwcct complacence to the rock from whence he 
was hewn, and is not ajQiamed to leave it upon re- 
cord, th^c GojD took him away from the (heep-folds, 
as he was following the ewes great with young ones ^ 
(as though he loved to repeat it) he took him, fays 
he, that he might feed Jacob his people, and Ifrad 
his inheritance. 

But why fpcak. I of David ? When Jksus of 
Nazareth, David's Lord, and David's King, had 
for his reputed fathera Carpenter, and in all proba-* 
bllicy (as it was a common proverb among the Jews, 
^^ that he that did hot teach his fon a Trade, taught 
** him to be a Thief) *') worked at the tfade p( a* 
Carpenter himfdlff For this indeed he was reproach- 
ed and maligned ; "Is not this,, faid they, the Car- 
** penter'« fon ? Nay, Is not this the Carpenter?*' 
Hut who were tbofe maligncrs ? The greateft cnfr- - 
mies to the power' of godlinefs the world ever faw ;. 
the Scribes and Pharifecs ; that generation of vipers,. 
as John the Baptift' calls them, who upon every oc- 
cafio;i wcjre ipittiog out their venom, and ifaooting 
forth theiff arrows^ even Utter wardsy againft. that 
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Son of man, even that Son of God, who, to di^"- 
play his fovereignty, and confound the wifdom of 
the worldly wife, chofe poor Fifliermen to be his 
Apoftles; and whofe chiefeft of theApoftles, though 
bred up at the feet bf Gamaliel, both before and after 
his call to the ApoSIefhip, laboured with bis own 
hands, and worjlced at thetrade of a Tent^maker. 

If from fuch exalted and more diftaht, we defcend 
to more modern and inferior characters, we fhall 
find, that very late, not to fay our prefent times, 
furnifh us with inftances of fome, even of our Dig- 
ffiicaries, who have been called from Trades that 
tended to help and feed the body, nor only to higher 
employs of a fpiritual nature, but even to prefide 
over thofe that are entrufted with the cure of fouls. 
And who knows but fome of ihefe young Students, 
though originally mechanics, if they had been fuf- 
lel-ed to have purfued their icudies; might have either 
climbed after them to A>me* preferment in the 
Church, or been advanced to fome office in that 
Univerfity from which they are now* expclljd ? One 
of the prefent reverend and Worthy Pr^dors, we are 
told, was formerly a Lieutenantjn the Army ; and 
as fuch a military employ was no Impedimtnt to h]s 
being a*^ Miriifter or Profior, it may bt f>ferumed| 
that being formerly of Trades could have been no 
juft impediment to tbefe young mens becoming in 
prooefs of time ttue Gefpel^Minifters and good Sol- 
diers of Jesus Ghrsst. 
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Their being acciiflfem^ tcvPiPajper, whether with 

or without a form, I humilf appjwbend, wotiid by 

no 
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no means .dirq,us(liry them for the private or public 
dffcharge of any part of their minifterial fundion. 
** In that day, that Gofpel-day, (thefe laft days 
wherein we live) faith the great God, I will pour 
out a Spirit of grace and a Spirit of fupplication upon 
the houfe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem.** And the Apoftle Paul fpeaks of it as the 
common privilege of all Believers, that the Holy 
Spirit helps their infirmities, and maketh intercef&on 
for tbem with groanings which cannor be uttered. 
Forms of prayer, certainly, have their ufe ; and take 
it altogether, our Englifb Liturgy is, without doubt, 
one of the moft excellent eftablifhed forms' of pifb- 

• 

lie prayer m the world : but then, as no fornl, ih 
the very nature'of the thing, can poffibly fuit every* 
particular cafe, it is to be feared that maiiy muft 
never pray, at lead for the particular things they 
moft ftand in need* of, if they are fo to be tied up 
to their forms,' that they cannot vary' fl-om tfaem, 01/ 
ufe free prayer at all. • 1 '•• 

The great Bifliop Wilkin$ hath therefore 'wifely 
wrote anexcellent Treatife on the benefrt and im-' 
portancdof this kind of prayer : a^d cotiid oui^ Uni-* 
verftty-youth be trained up to ufe proper Miem^re^ 

Sayer, both before and after Sermon, inrtheof^ni^n^ 
all good judges^) it would 1}e as comnfifendaM^, as^ 
that ftrange cuftom '6f putting 'dff- our aWi{d%*ies' 
with what is called the bidSng prayer \ Tn whiHi* 
there is hot one petrtioA f6r a blciBng upon the fbl«* 
lowing Sermon, and fcarce any thing mentibhecP 
but what hAth been prayed for over and over again in' 
tbe precediiVg common fervtce of cfur cMir^h4 - 

But 
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But fuppofing fuch liberty fliould be denied ia 
public, as bidled be God it is not, fiirely we may 
be allowed, at leaft it cannot be deemed finful, ta 
life free prayer in our fecret or private focial exer* 
dies of devotion. If fo, what finners, what great 
fmners muft they have been, who prayed, ^nd thac 
too out of neceffity, in an extempore way, before 
any forms of prayer were or could be printed or 
heard of? The prayers we read of in fcripture, the^ 
prayers which opened and ihut heaven, the effec- 
tual, fervent, energetic prayers of thofe righteous, 
and holy men of old, which availed fo much with 
God, were all pf an extempore nature. And I am 
apt to believe, if not only our Students and Minif- 
ters, but private Chriftians, were born from above, 
and taught of GoP, as thofe wreftlers with Goi> 
were, ^they would want Forms of Prayer, though 
we ))ave fuch a variety of tbern^ no more thaa 
they^idid. 

The Sick, the Lame, the Blind, the Lepers that 
camie to our Lojld for healing, wanted no;,book ta 
teach diem how to exprefs their wants. Though; 
fome were only poor Beggars, and others, as the 
fiplf-riglvteous Scribes and Phanf^es fupercilioufly. 
c^ofe tQ term them» Gentile dogs^ yet confcious of 
their wants, and having a heart-felt fenfe of theicr 
dijftreis, ^* otttckf the abundance of their hearts their 
mouths fpake ^" and the companionate Imm anu£L^ 
iif bo came, ta heal our ficknefles and bear, our infir^ 
iliitie^, fent them a:yR3^ with a /* Go.in peace, thy. 
faith hath made thee whole : B^ i,t unto thee even, 
as thou wilt.** 

' How 
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How tmlile, jen how very unlike ibch a blefleJ 
difmifBon is the treatment thcfe young Students* 
have lately met with at Edmund HalF, who, amongilr 
other crimes of a like nature, were expelled for 
ufing Extempore Prayer, A* crime not fo much, as 
mentioned in any of our Law-Books ;. a crime for 
which, ittthis &£ century at leaft, no one hath ever 
been called to the bar of any public court of judica- 
ture ;. and a crime for which, it is to be hoped, no 
Student will ever hereafter be fummoned to appear 
and hear himfelf expelled for> at the bar of any of 
the reverend Do£tors of Divinity orHeadsofHoufes- 
in the Univerllty of Oxford. But (hould any be fo* 
ii^tuated as to. determine, Jehu-like, to drive oil 
thus furiouflyy as judgment hath unhappily begtm, 
as it were,, at the very houfe of Gon,. it is to be 
hoped, that as fome have been expelled for extern^ 
pore praying, we (hall hear of (bme few others of a 
contrary ftamp, being expelled for extempore fwear- 
i»gf which by all impartial judges muft undoubt- 
edly be acknowledged to be the greater crime of 
the two. 

Singing, compoiiog, or reading Hymns compofed* 
by others^ and doiog this in company, feems to- 
be as little criminal a& praying extempore, Whea. 
the laft words of David are about to be recorded, ho: 
h not only ftiled, ** the (on of Jefle, the man who- 
was raiied up on high, the anointed of the God i>r 
Jacob,!* but the grand title o£ being *< the fweet 
Pladmiftof Ifrael'* brings up the rear. And "to 
tmdx aod admooiih on^ another in pialms and bymns^ 

and' 



andfpiritual Tongs," is as truly a fcriptural iiomxns^nd^ 
Its " Thou {halt love the Lord thy Goo with all thy 
heart) and with all thy foul, and with all thy 
firengtb, and thy neighbour as thyfclf." 

When Elifha the Prophet was about to prophcfy 
before two kings, he called for a minftrel, on which 
he played, to footh his ruffled paffions, and prepare 
his heart the better for the reception of the Holy 
Spirit* And were the fons of the Prophets more 
frequently to entertain themfelves thus, I believe it 
would be as fuitablc to theminiflerialcharatSler, an4 
recommend them as much, perhaps more, to all feri<- 
ous Chriftians, than their tripping up their heels, 
fkipping and dancing at the mufi.c of a Ball-room, 
or playing even a firft Fiddle at a concert. And was 
the voice of fpiritual melody more frequently heard ' 
by thofe who come occafionally to vifit our Colleges, 
it might be as much to the honour of the Univerfity, ■ 
a» the more common and foo, too frequent noifcof 
Box and Dice, at the unlawful games of yazafd.* 

and Back-gammon. 

i 

Popilh countries, Popifh feminaries, think it no 
ihame,- np difgrace to 'be^heiau^d fmging the high 
praifes of their God in their Convents, their Honfes, f 
OT even in their Streeta; ani whyPtoteftant^in ■ 
geacral, and 'Proteftant 'StudenM in paFticular, * 
fhould be any more afhamed of, or reftrai-nck^ from 
the free cxcrcife of fuch afts of devotion, ekher m 
fccret or in private focieties, no good reafon can be 
• given }' utilefs Jt be proved to be good reafoning to* 
aflerir, .tlikt'Proteflatits ought to* bfe We «Icv0«« t6«i*' 
rtptts. We muft confcis that Papifts, though 

they 



[ '-S ) 

they take this liberty of (inging and chanting pff- 
vatcly and publicly thcmfelves, yet deny this liberty 
of confcience to our Proteftanc aflcmblies, thofc at- 
tending^ divine worfhip at our Ambaffador's chapefe 
not excepted. But for Proieftants to difufe it them^ 
felves, and at the fame time lay as it were a fpiritual 
embargo npon their fellow PioteOanis, nay puQilh 
and expel them for fo doing, is very unaccountable. , 

What fpirit then muft thoft be of. Reverend ffiKV- 
who have lately joined in pronouncing the fcntenc^ 
of expulfion againft fix religious Students, not only 
for having been of Trades, and praying extempore, 
but for reading and finging Hynins alfo ? His'Royal 
Highners the late Duke of Cumberland, was of a 
very different difpofition, for when abroad in Ger- 
many, in one of our late wars, (as I was informed 
by a perfon then on guard) hearing one evening as 
he was palling by, a company, of foldiers Tinging at 
fome little diftance in a cave^ he alked the centinal 
what noife that was ; and being ahfwered that fame 
devout foldiers were finging Hymns ; inftead of cit- 
ing them to appear before their Officers^ ordering 
them to the whipping poft, or commanding them lo 
be drummed out of the regiment; afling like him- 
felf, he only pleafingly replied, " Are (hey fo ? Let 
them go on then, and be as merry as they can." , In 
this he a£ted wifely ; for he knew, and found by re^- 
. peated experience, as did other commanding ofGcers, 
that finging, nay, and praying extempore too, in 
thefe private focieties, did not hinder, but rather fil- 
ed and animated thufe devout Soldiers to engage and 
to fight their Country's battles in t^ie fiejd. . And it 
nay be prefum'cd, that'u thcfc S^tudents had not 
been 



Been expdled for finging Hymns, and-praytng extern^ ' 
poro, they certainly would not have been lefs, but 
in all probability much better prepared for hand- 
ling the fword of the Spirit, the Word of God, and 
fighting therewith, either from- the Prefc or the Pulr 
pit, the battles of the Lord of hods. 

To fee or hear fuch divine exercifcs treated with 
reproach, and fpoken of with contempt by common 
and open blafphemers, is bad ; but that any who 
came on purpofe to be trained up for the facredwork 
ef the Minidn)', Ihould be looked on as criminal, 
and expelled a Univerfity for being fometimes em- 
ployed in them, is toe fed a proof not only tha^ 
*' our gold is becomedim, and our fine gold chang- 
ed, but that our very foundations are out of courfi(»," 
What thea oinft the righteous do ? 

What indeed, but weep and' lament f And weep 
and lament indeed they muft, efpecially when they. 
hear further,^ that meeting in a religious foeiety, giv- 
ing a word. o£ exhortation, ost expounding and com> 
menting a little now and then- upon fome portion of 
firripture, are not tlie leaft of the accufations for 
which fomeof tbefe young worthies had thefentcnce 
of cxpulfion pronounced againft them. 

It is recorded' in the Old Teftament, that in ;i 
degenerate age, *^ thofe that feared the Lord fpakc 
eften one to another; that the Lord hearkened and^ 
heardi and' that a book of remenilirance was written 
before him for thofe that fcai%d the Lord, aad 
thought on his name: and' they {ball be; mine in, 
Ant day, faith the LoK^D, wbea I make up mjr 

jewels ; 
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jewels; andlwill fpare them as a man fpareth bis 
own fon that ferveCh him." . Thus it was in the Old 
Teftament times. Nor are fuch meetings mentioned 
with lefs approbation in the New : for therein, in 
order that we may hold the profeffion of our faith 
without wavering, we are commanded to ** confider 
one another, to provoke unto love and to good 
works ; not forfaking the aflembling ourfelves to- 
gether, but exhorting one another, and fo much 
the more, as we fee the day approaching/' Hay, 
one immediate confequence of that grand eflfufion 
of the Holy Ghoft on the day of Pentecoft, we are 
told, was thisy namely, that ** they who gladly re.^ 
ceived the word, and wefre baptized,, continued fted- 
htk jn the Appfiles . doArine, in fellowfliip, in 
breaking of bread, and in prayer/' This is a fliort^^ 
but withal a full and blefled account of the firft truly 
apoftolic primitive Church $ and we may venture tp 
affirm, that as we are more or lefs partakers of a 
true apoftolic primitive fpirit, fuch kind of religious 
or fellowlbip-meetings, will in proportion increafe 
or decreafe among us. To talk therefore, or write^- 
or preach againft, or either by private perfuaflon or 
open violence to oppofe or endeavour to fupprefs or: 
difcountenance fuch kind of reIigiou$ focieties, is 
flying, as it were, in. the very face of the fcriptures 
of truth, and of the Holy Ghoft himfeif. 

In all our charters granted by the Crown, wherein* 
authority is given to bodies corporate to enafl laws. 
It is always with this limitation, namely, that na 
laws (hall be enaded by fucb bodies corporate con- 
trary to the laws of the reakn. And as the Scrips 

turet 



tures are our grand C^diic Legum and Magna Charta^ 
in perpe6l to our religious prtnci|rfcs and praftices, 
what affront mail: wc put upon our country in gene^ 
ral, and the church of England in particular, evert 
by barely imagining that any law now exifts that 
prohibits any of her members from frequenting fuch 
Societies as have the divine authority and fuperfcrip- 
lion fo apparently ftamped upon them ? 

• The Private Meetings that are iir any wr(fe deem- 
ed and denounced illegal, are fuch, and fuch only, 
to are feditious, and compofed of feditious perfons, 
who aflbciate, indeed, under a prirtence of Religion, 
but in reality to plot againft the ftate. The fooner 
Any tba# can be conviAed of this are mad^ to ferfake 
liXt a'fiembltng tliemfeltes' together, -the better : an4 
though compofed of a threefoH, three fctmdred fok^» 
ftay a three thoufend folcf cord, lia matter if, like 
the cords wherewrth the PhiFiftines bound Satnfon, 
fliey were immediately broken; But as nothing of 
Aiy nature can with the leaft Qiadow of truths be ob^ 
Jcdedagamft the Meetnigs- and Societies frequerrted^ 
By thcfe Students, but quite the' contrary urged in* 
their favour, if Scripture and the practice of the 
primitive Chriftians are to be our giiiJes, they ought 
not only to be permitted, but countenanced and en** 
couraged by every true lover ef -our chuieh and^ 

r 

# 

( A^d /uppofing: in any fuch religious fociety one of 
them fbould venture npw and than to drop a word of 
Exhartatioh, or even attempt in a fmall degree to 
qp^j expound, or enlarge upon fome pra£tical text of 
Scripture, how can even this be l6oked upon as ille- 



gal, much lefs finful or worthy of expulfion, when, 

I could almoft fay, it Is a neceflary preparation for 

the future fervice of the fan£tuary ? To be apt to 

teach, is one indifpenfible qualification required by 

Scripture either in a Bifliop or Pre(byter. But how 

can this aptnefs or an habit of teaching be acquired 

without the exercife of previous a£ts ? Or what 

bufinefs is there in the world, even from the loweft 

nsechanic, to the higbeft profeflion amongft us, (ex^ 

cept that of Divinity) wherein Pupils, Clerks, nay 

common Apprentices, are not by previous exerciibs 

trained up for a complete proficiency in their refpeo- 

tive callings an4 occupations ? . 

♦ 
Our all-wife Mafter, we know, fent his Difciple^ 

on (hort. excursions, before he gave them the more 

extenfive commiffion to go into all tfie. world : and 

were our Students in genera], under proper limita|- 

tions, to be thusexercifed and employed, while their 

are keeping terms at the Univerfity, or among their 

poor neighbours in the country, when they return 

home in time of Vacation, they woiild not. turn odt 

fuch meer novices, or make fuch awkward figurei, 

as too many raw creatures do when they make their 

firft appearance in the pulpit. I rem'emiber, above 

thirty years ago, after fome yooing Students had 

been vifiting the fick and imprifoned , and had 

•been giving a word of exhortation in a private houfb, 

'that upon meeting the Ordinary and Minidcr of thSe 

Parifli in their return to College, they frankly told 

him what they had been doing ; upon which, he 

turned to them and faid, <^ God blefs you: I .wiQi 

*we had more fuch young curatcd.** A-rtilder^ and 

therefore a more, chriftian fentence this, thazrthatof 

a. late 
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ator of the New Covenant (hall come in his o 
glory, in the glory of the Father, and his holy ; 
gels, and gather in his ele6l from all the four corr 
of the world." 

But, Reverend Sir^ may we not prefume to h 

that this voluntary fpeaker for the whole Univerf 

whoever he be, it maketh no matter to me, was foi 

what out and. miftaken in his calculation ? Fo 

fecms not above three or four DoAors, if fo ma 

were prefent, at leaft fat as judges at this ex 

ordinary tribunal. The worthy Provoft of Quee 

(and undoubtedly many other worthy Heads 

Houfes, were, and are like minded) was for j 

fcribing more lenient methods : and all are g)ai 

hear that thefe young Students worthy Princi 

who muft neceflarily be fuppofed to be the 

judge of their principles, praAices, and qualii 

tions, boldly ftood up in their defence, aflerted t 

innocence, confronted their accufers, and broi 

in books to vindicate both their principles and < 

du6l. But how this worthy Principal, as we] 

pupils, were treated, is beft known to thofe 

had an adlive hand in all. 

« 

However, as^ the Holy Ghoft hath left it i 
record to the honour of Nicodemus, that He i 
up in defence of our Lord before the whole ^ 
ifii Saflhedrim, and was notconfemingtohis d< 
fo wherever tbi« atSt of expuMioii is recorded 
recorded it will be, even to lateft pbfterit)/ 
will be mentioned to the honour of Doflor Di; 
(ai)d for a£ling thus he will have the thanks o 
• • mode 
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oderate, ferious, fober-minded Chriftians in the 
ree kingdoms) that he had no hand in, but did all 

pofSbly could to prevent thefe young mens ex- 
ilfion. An expulfion for Articles of Impeachment 

which indeed the accufed pleaded guilty ; but for 
rticles which (wherever hereafter they may be 
lied to minifter in holy things) will be their beil 
^imoniar; and their expulfion for holding and con- 
Hng thofe Articles, the ftrongeft letters of re- 

mmendation. 

1 • ■ . . . . 

How thefe young worthie.s arc now to be ^fpofed 

or how they will difpofe of themfelves,, as it 

s not fo much as hinted that they b^d ,the leaft 

medion with me, is not my buiinefs to inquire*^ 

t furely fuch an expulfion as this cannot deter 

tn from purfuing their preparations for their 

ifterial calling : friends they cannot watH, be- 

fe ^' he is faithful who h^th promifed, thatwjio- 

er forfaketh father or mother, houfes or lands,, 

lis fake or thegofpers, he fhall have an hundred 

in this life with perfecution, and in the world 

)me life everlafting." But if any aft fo daftardly 

) make unfcriptural conceflions, or be terrified 

mfcriptural, and therefore mere ^rtt/47 /i^/mm^?, 

;y were of Trades before, the fooner they retuji\ 

I to their trades the better : for it is to be feared 

cowards would x>nly make a Trade of th^c Mi- 

' if they were, admitted into the Church, and 

;wer of fuch kind of tradefmen our cbui^ch i^ 

led with, the fafer ihe will be. 

But 
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But whstt a mrrcy is it. Reverend Sir, that wc 
Kve tmder a free Government, under a King whofe 
Royal Grandfkher repeatedly declared (and he was 
as good as his word through a long and glorious 
reign) that there fiiould be no Perfecution in his 
fime ; and under a King who in his firft moft gra- 
cious and never-to-be-forgotten Speech from the 
throne, gave his people the ftrongeft aflurances " that 
it was his iixt purpofe, as the beft means to draw 
down the divine favour on his reign, to countenancf 
and encourage the practice of true Religion and Vir- 
tue, and maintain the Toleration. inviolable. 



99 



t 
That both Students and common People will be 

in danger of bfeirig tempted by fuch violent proceed- 
ings to put themfelvej under the ad of Toleration^ 
may eafily be forefeen : and It may as eafily be guefs- 
ed how fuch treatment will neceflarily difcourage 
ferious people from fending tlieir fons to theUniveifr 
fity, at leaft to. the^Univerfity of Oxford; and aj^ 
the fame time furnifli them with a new argumenr 
for entering their youth in fome of our diffentiilg 
Academies, wliere they will be in no danger, it ^i^ 
prefumed, of being expelled for finging Hymn^^ 
fpeaking a little now and then in a religious Society^- 
or u'fing extempore Prayer. 

Alas ! alas ! what a difadvantageous point of Uglxt 
muft all concerned in fuch an extraordinary ftret^h 
of Univerfity-difcipline ftand in among a]! foreigii 
Univerfittes whatfoever ? In what point of light 
it will be viewed by our eeclefiaflical Sijpfiriors ^t 
home a very little time willdifcover. Nay^ it is to- 
be 
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be feared, the difcovery is rinade already : for by a 
Letter dated fo lately as March 29, it appears that s 
certain venerable Society '* on account of fome cir- 
cumftances that have lately happened (probably the 
circumftances of a late expulfion) are under a ne- 
ceflicy of coming to a refolution to accept of no r&- 
commemlation for perfons to go abroad as iMiflion- 
aries, but fuchas have had a literary Education, and 
have been bred up with a defign to dedicate them- 
felves to the Miniftry." This refolution feems to 
be taken in order the better to prevent any of thefe 
caft>outs or any other laymen, however otherwife 
well qualified and recommended, from applying to 
the Society for Holy Orders, that they may be em- 
ployed and fent abroad as Miflionaries. But to what 
a fad dilemma will inany ferious perfons be hereby 
Veduced ? They muft not, by fuch refolutions it 
feems, be aUowed to be Lay- Preachers, and yet if 
fent by their friends to the Univerfity to purfue their 
Sudies, iii order that they may be regularly and 
cpifcopaily ordained., if they fing Hymns, pray ex- 
tempore, or give a word of exhortation in a religious 
•Society, though entirely made up of the members of 
the Eftablifbed church, they muft be ipfofaSio ex- 
pelled for fo doing. O temporal .0 mores! liF 
matters proceed in this channel, what ftamp. Reve- 
rend Sir, may we fuppofe our future Miffionaries to 
the Iflands and Continent will be of? To my. cer- 
tain knowledge all of them are not looked upon svs 
very burning and fhining lights already.— But if 
'whSit little light of true Religion fome may have, is 
to be thus damped by a£ts of expulfion before they 
leave the Univerfity, and even this little light, as 
fiur as lies in the power of man, is to be thus turned 

into 



ifito total datrknefs, how great muft that darkners 
be I Surely it muft be worfe than Egyptian dark* 
nefa | a darkncfs that will be moft deplorably felt 
by all true lovers of our common falvation both at 
home and abroad* 

You need not be apprized. Reverend Sir, that 
a dcfign for the eftablilhment. of Epifcopacy in our 
Illandsand Plantations, hath been long upon the 
tapis i and that it hath been, in part at leaft, tbe< 
fubje£b of annual Sermons for feveral years laft paft. 
No longer ago than in the year 1766, the prefent 
Biihop of LandaiFinfifted upon the necei&ty and ex« 
pediency of it inthe.moft explicit manner; nay, hit 
X^ord&ip carries the [matter, (o far ar to aflUre us, 
that this point, namely, this tftablifliment' of Epifco-* 
pacy, bcfing obtained,. ^* the American church will - 
go out of its infant ftate ; be able to ftand upon its 
awn , l^s, . and without foreign help fupport and ' 
fpread itfdf : and then, adds his Lordfliipi this So- 
ciety, will have been brought to the happy iflue in- 
tended/' Whethen thefe aflertions of his Lordlhip, 
when weighed in a proper bs^lance, will not hi fome 
degree be found wanting, is not for me to deter- 
mine. But fuppofing the reafoning to be jufb, and 
his Lordihip's aflertions true^ then Ifear>4fwill fol- 
low, that a Society, wHich fince its £rft inftitution 
hath been looked upon as a Society for propagating 
the Gofpel, hath been all the while rather a Society - 
for propagating Epifcopacy in foreign parts : and if 
fo, and if it ever (hould appear that our Right Revi^r 
rend Archbifliops and Bifliops do in the leaft coun- 
tenance and encourage the uhfcriptural proceedings 
at Edfhund Hall, how muftitincreafe the prejudices 
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of our Coloaiftsy both in thelflands and on the Con- 
tment, againft'^the efkbliflmienc of E^ifcopacy ! 
That perfoos of all ranks, from Quebec down to ttie 
two Floridas, are at this time prejudiced and inore 
diaa prejudiced againft it, is very notorious ; but hovr' 
will the very thought of the introduction of Lords 
Bifhops even make them fhudder, if their Lordfhips 
Ihould think proper to countenance the expulfion of 
fuch worthy, and .truly religious Students, whilft thofe 
who have no religion at all perhaps*, may not only 
meet with counteiviAce,butapproI)aHon and applaufe? ' 

Befidfes, if fucl^ proceedings Ihould be continued^ 
(which. G^ forbid) 'what littlb credit may we fup- 
ppfc will hereafter be given to fiiture Uhiverfity- 
T^e&ifOiOXiisLkf namely, that the bearers of them have 
behaved ftudioufly, foberty, and piovbly ; and how 
muft we in time be put under a difagreeableneceffity 
of having a new, or at leaftiakering {6mc part of our 
prefent mod excellent ordinatioa-of&ce? As it now 
ibnds, on? of the Qi^ions pitipofeid to every candi* 
ditte for HoIyQxders rtins thiis.: ^' Do you ttuft 
that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft ? ** 
But if all St;uden.ts. are to be expelled that fing 
Hymns, pray extenipc^re^ attend upon, or expound a*' 
verfe now and then in a religious church of England 
Society, fhpuld it not rather. Reverend Sir, be 
worded thus, naipely, *^ Do ypu trjufl that ye are 
NOT inwardly moved by.theHc^lyGhoft to take upon 
yoi^ the office and adfnini^ratiop o^ t;he. cljurch ?/' 

You will excufe this freedon?, Reverend Sui, 

Jgiuirde vita etf anguine iurni. 

Love 
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Love to God,, love to mankind in gcnerd» and We 
to that Uniyerfity:, that alma mater whcrp I had* the. 
Honour of being educatc^^ a»d, what ^s- infinitely, 
ippre, where I had, the happ^neij^ of .rc<idvi«g,,tbf 
witnefs of the Spirit of Godin n^ h^t,; aUogcth^r* 
qondrain me. 

The news of : theft young . mens expnlfidn. tiath 
made» and wJII make the.eacs of aH thatcfaavetheaid^ 
oc ihall hear of ity ta tiagk : and theiefpre .if ibme. 
do not fpeak, and ufe great ptainnefs of fpeegh too, 
the very flonea woidd, jia,it wefe^ cry out.againft 
ti$.r-r-Iii relpedto my&Uv Hsueceiidx'SiiL, I liQpe,.ia 
taking the ireedom of troubling yoa wkk tht^' t dO' 
not'juftly tncurr the cenfare of aAkig^ a4 a Uify** 
body in other mens matters*^ For, whatever other 
pretences may be made, {nth ' as diiqualifiQatfon ih 
reipeA to learning, age, being of trades, &e. &e. 
&c.' (Nuga iriaequf caliMUe) it isnotorioua and ob* 
vtoos;to all intelligent perfons, that the grand caufe 
of (hefe young' mens expulfioa Was this, namely, that 
they were either real or reputed Methodists. An- 
honour this indeed unwittingly put on Method i(b, 
whoever or whatever ihey be^ fince fcarce any now- 
a-days ' can pray extempo.re, fing Hymns, go ta 
Ghurch or Meeting, and abound in other ads of 
Devotion, but tbi^. muft be immediately dubb'd 
Metbodifts— I fay, dabVd Methodifts s for it is not 
a name given .to them by tbemfelves, but was im- 
po&d on them by fome of their fellow Students and 
Cotemporaries in the Univerlity. 

B 2 Itake 
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I take it for granted. Reverend Sift, that you need 
not be sipprized that I am one of thefe Mechodifts ; 
and blefled be God I have had the' honour of being 
one of them for about thirty-five years. If this is to 
be vile, tnay I be more vile ! If tbis be my fhame, 
upon the moft mature and ferious reflexion I reallj ' 
glory in it. But then left any more innocent Youths 
fliould hereafter fufier barely for the imputation of 
anick-^name, give me leave fimply and honeftly to' 
inform you. Reverend Sir^ and through you the^ 
vrhole Univerfity, what not barely a reputed, but a' 
real Methodift is :— -^< He is one of thofe whom God' 
hath-dsofen.in Christ out of mankind to bring 
them t>y Christ to everlafting falvation, as veflcls 
made to tipnour. Wherefore they, which he en- 
dued with fo excellent a benefit of God» be called 
5u:cording to Gop's purpofe by his Spirit working in 
duefeafon : they, through grace, obey the calling; 
they be juftified freely : they be made the Tons of. 
God by adoption: they be made like the image of 
his only begotten (on Jesus Christ : they walk, 
religioufly in good works : and at length, by God's- 
mercy, they attain everlafting felicity." This is the 
true portraiture of a Methodift* drawn at full length, 
^ drawn to the very life, and that too not by an igno- 
rant modern dauber^ but by thofe good old (kilful fcrip-v' 
tural limners, Cranmbr, Latimer, Ridley, in 
the xyiich Article of our Church } an Article that dc- 
feryes. to be written in Letters of gold ; and yet, for 
holding of this very Article in its litteral grammati- 
cal fenfc, agreeable tp his fubfcription at the time of 
mauiculation, one of thefe young Students, as we 

have 
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have been informed, was expelled. If our Informsi^ 
tion be wrong in this or any other refpefl, the nation 
• may fobn be fet right by an authentic publication of 
the whole judicial proceedings. 

If you (hould defire, Reverend Sir, a definition of 
Methodifm itfelf,' as well as of a Methodift, you may 
eafijy be gratified — {t is no more nor lefs than faith 
working. by love — A holy method of living and 
dying, to the^lory of GoD — It if an upiverfal mo- 
rality, founded upon the love of God ihed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghoft : or, to keep to the 
exa6t terms made ufe of in the Ia(l Collet of our 
excellent Liturgy, it is the grace of our Lprd Jesus 
Christ, the love of Gob, and the fellowOiip of the 
lIoLY. Ghost j which we cannot go to church or 
chapel on Sundays, Holidays^ or otiier common days, 
without praying, not that it may be driven from, but 
he with us alt evermdre. . ' 

t If this be EnthuAafm,! the true JMithodifts confefi 
themfelvQs to be Eitthufii^*. Bilt ^tbcli, they ihum- 
My apprehend, that they caiviot with any juft pro- 
priety of 4>^ech he termed i»W/ns En tbufuifts; for 
It is an Entkufiafm which otir blefled Lori^ in that 
prayec which he put up when He wi^ about to take 
his fiirewel of his Difciples, and which is a jiattetn * 
of that all-prevailing Interceffion which He is now 
making at the right hand of GO0, moft eafneflly in- 
(Ifts upon, and demands that all his. difciples may be 
poiSeilcd of: ^^ Father, faid he, I will that thofe whom 
thou haft given me, may be with me where I am ^ that 
they may be one.i^hh me, even as thou, O Father, 
and I are one : I in them, and they in me, that they 
all may be made perfe£l in one." AnEnjthufiafm with 
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.wbicHPeier aftd JdhilwcreAed, ^pfan *< Annas tlie 
bfgh-pmft^ Md Cakphas, aod John, Mnd Akxstn^ 
der, and as many as were of the kindred of the hi^*- 
pricft, feeing their boldocfsy and perceivihg. that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, maivelled, and 
took knowledge of them ttet they had been with 
Jesos.*' An 'Enthufiafctr With Vvhich the >roto- 
Mattyr Slt^htn was 'fiUed, ^Kcn he cried, ** Yc 
'ftiff-netked atid uncircunDciTedifr heart and ears, ye 
do always r^fift the Holy Ghoft/' An Enthufiafixi 
^h!ch Ignatius, fuppofed l>y Pome to be one of thofb 
1iltt^e children ^high theXord Jesus took up in his 
arms, t^as abfdrbed in, when he ftiles brnifelf a 
Bearer of GolS ; pini for\^itheAftg of whtth ^boA 
confeffioh, in brder fo cute fi]av>t'tiiis'£rfthUfia1m^ 
was ordered by Trajan, tliie Roihan ^Emperor, to be 
Ihfowh to the LJons.' Ah .'TKnthurrarm for whic^ 
XTratimer, Ridley, and Latimer, thdfe^ribus ligntv 
of the Reformation, tbofe excellent compilers of oiir 
i^tv^y*Ar$iai$'y mni MtmM^i^ wtere Uriitt Uive 

1Defe^,^tt)04txHeItl>«*n[amfAe^i«h Enthnftifi^^ 
being only a IkUe tiifAitia} i^frithr/ which. Six Stu^^ 
dents^ ,«i Slandi xiifa^' hilhf STteur lof our .Lord 
1768, wvit <pfrt)liify ' «fiqM41«( *#v iEjUriwdi HaU 
* chapel • . ' • ' •■ . ' « • 



But think yoti, Ra^enftid Rut, that ftiis fetH* 
way to ftop the progreTs of this 'Enthufiafm ? Ot 
•rather, maywc^not'imagineihat this very afiof €X- 
puffion WiH be a ttieans t)f furthering *and pTom6trng 
^its progrtfs far ianfl nfeat?' Tb IpcA my owH 
thougbti; r-arti fully ^Hiraded, that tf iiich unfcri{K 

tural methods of flopping this iEnthnfi^fin he puri 

futil 
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filed Itirtficrj, it* will be only like cutting off the 
l»yrnean head s inftead oF one, an hundred will 
fpring up« 

Indeed, if the PiAiire of modern 'Enthufiafts, 
drav^n*op'ana'pr<6lfenVed to 'the public fcy'your Right 
Rei^eVeh^d Diiceian, be a juft 'and proper one, fup- 
pofih^'at ft^?5Anct?mie the Meiiiodifts are thereby 
refctrfed.'-fo', no tni'ttcr Bow foon they are binilhed 
but of the Univerfity, Aiid but of the Church alfo: 
for his Lordlhlp k pleiifed to tell us <« that they a^ 
in tdlredl opp6fitioh to the perverfe Pharifees olf . old ; 
theife afcHbed the works 6f the tibfy Ghc^ft to ^eel- 
lii^bub; and it is ho unconithon thmg for the(e 
modern' Bnthufiifts, adds his LorHfhip, to arcribe 
the works pf BSeeteebubtb thh H6Iy ^niV\ Surely 
}m LoAlfliip, bf thefe mod^irn '£nfnufi)&(l$, cannot 
mean any who ap^y for Holy Orcfers, dtid prbfefs 
befotl^ mein aiid tftigcld, that << (Hey dfe ihwardly 
tnoybd'% {the Muty GhbiS; >o takfe {Ipotl them th^ 
oflioe^diadiiiiirittxacibn ^( the chtiVch ;'' wheii the 
feaiclierof'-fteMt^feilO'W^thiit they ire liioved only 
by fecular views, ind wc^Idly hope^ of pref^^krlent^; 
this is indeed aicribing the works of ^ Beelzebujb to 
the Spirit of God with a witneft :• of, % life the 
Wblrdlidf a ho lefs -leariied^ thbiigli lefs 'Ce JiJfdrioCt^ 
lii^late', 1 nlean tKc moderate Bifhbp' ^iiriifebi, « it 
is a committing th^ Wrid crime of A'naiiiks and 
9ai^hira oVer again ; It is lying, hot dhly untb aaan^ 
W lihti G^oiJ." ' 

» -Tliis' fs a trtbderit kind' of Eifi'ttitirfsLfTh; Reverend 
t)k; Wdkh tire' tmi old Meth(»iift& ^Iw^ys did, aifd 

B 4 I truft 
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I truft always will abjure, deteft, and s^bhor*. If 
worldly church-preferments 'had been their atm^ 
ibme.of them at leaft might have bad worldly ladders 
enough lee down to them to climb up by : but hav- 
ing received a kind of ApoftoUcal commiffion at their 
Ordination, when thofe who profeb themfelves 
lineal fuccefibrs of the Apofiles, (aid unto thecD» 
** Receive ye the Holy Ghoft now committed unto 
you by the impofition of our bandj ^ ** they would 
fain keep up and maintain fomething of the dignity: 
of an apofloUc charadler; and therefore without 
ever fo much as defigniAg to enter into any political 
cabals, or civil or church fia£Uon$, whatfoever, withr 
out turning to the right hand or the, left, or troubling 
the world with fo much ^ as otie fingle fermon pr 
pamphlet on the bare externals of Religion ; thef 
have endeavoured to havej but 'one thing in view* 
namely^ to determine to thii^k of nothing,' to know 
^nothing, and to preach .of nothing but Jbsus 
.Christ, zfid him crucified ; to ^Hd and be fpent 
.for the good of fouls, 0iidj^ gfioryianotbiDgdaKB ia 
..the crofs of Christ^ by whom tke world is- cnidfied 
.unto them, and they Kintio the worU. . . 

It is true, by thinking and a6^ng thus, the Me* 
tbodifts have been, and it is prefumed always will 
be, charged and condemned by men of corrupt 
minds^ as thinking and ading irr^gMlarly and di(br- 
derly : But as fuch a charge, in the v^y nature of 
th^ thing, fuppofes a deviation from fome fettled 
ftanding rule, they would humbly a& wherein the 
irregularitjr and diforderlinefs of this way of adding 
and thinking doth fpe^ifkally confift ? U it irr^u- 

lar 
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lar and diforderly to be inftant in fisafon and ou 
ibaibn ? Is it irregular and difordei'Iy to do v 
every Biihopat the ve/y time of our being ordai 
Priefls^ pofltiyely tells us pertaineth to their of] 
namely^ << to feek after the.children of God, (i 
tcred abroad in this naughty world ?'' Is it irregi 
anddiforderlyi after we have eftabliihed the. trut) 
what we deliver in our fermons by fcripture^pro 
(urther to confirm and illuftrate them by repei 
and particular quotations, taken from the Litui 
Articles and Homilies of our Eftabliihed Chun 
Is it irregular and diforderly to fill her. PeWs, 
crowd her Communion Tables, and to recomip 
a fneqiterjt luid conftant devout ajttendance ppoh 
public. Offices and Services? .Or,( fupp6iiiig t 
fbould,^ merely by caprice or prejudice,, be dei 
tlie privilege of preaching within the Church, 
il be juftly termed irregular or diforderly^ at leaft 
i; poffibiy be looked upon as tcriminal, to preach 
f^me truths, to - make ufe of the fame kind oif ill 
^tipns, to repeat the felf-fame recomm^ndati 
without the church walls^ in the ficlds> or any. ot 
place wbatfoeyer 2 

The late candid Biibop of Lincoln, I am pofiti 
did not think fuch a way of aAing altogether fo v 
criminalt for in a charge given to his Clergy fo 
jieara before his tranflation to the fee of Sali(bu 
he told them to this cSe£t, *^ that they were not 
look upon, themfelves as Minifters of a PlatOj 
Pythagoras, or any other Heathen Philofopher, a 
fequently they were not to entertain their audltoi 
with mere moral harangues- ^ but that they were 
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c&n6fkr thtmfdvts *» Minifters of Jk^trft Chryst> 
an4 th^refone if they wouM not prcadi tha gofpel in^ 
itie Chiifck, they cotrld not be jtiftly angry if the 
poor peopk went out to hear it in a Field.** A 
charge this truly worthy of a rob^r-itiinded^ mode* 
ntt0) wiib Sifliop of the church of Biigland. For 
eveft in afiing feemingly thus Irregularly and diibr- 
dttif, .thde moiiern Enthuiiafts only copy after tiie 
greaieft bl|d brighteft examples the world ever favy. 
and whoft examfJes it is more than criminal not ta 
Ibliow or copy after. Our bleiled LoitD, when 
dbnitd the ofe of the Synagogues, Aeing the muki* 
Aide, went up anid cbofe a miOuntain for his pul{rit» 
and the heavens for his fouiiding^board. At other 
times he-fat by the 'fea-fide, nay^ weiit into a ihip 
and preached, wfaiHI the whole multitude ftood on 
ike fliore. When Peter and John, thai this kin* 
tf Enthnflafm might fpread no further among tht 
^opSe, were ftraitly threatened, and commanded that 
they ilit6ul'd thenceforth fpeak at aH tb no m'an m 
' Chrisi^s name, they calmly yet boldly replied unto^ 
their threatnos and commanders, «• Whether it ht 
right in the fight ofGo0, to hearken unto you, more, 
than . unto God^ judge ye : For we cannot but 
ipeik the thingsf which we hate fcetiT and heard.** 
A certain woman, named Lydia, a fcHer' of pwple, 
had her heart opened when the gteat Apoftle of the' 
6entiles was preaching and praying hj a river-fide j. 
and Diohyfius the Areopagate, a woman named 
Bamaris, and others, bdievtd, and clave unto the 
fame Apoflle, from the tima they heard him preactr 
in the midft of' Areopagus, or Mars bilf. . And' we 

4Biay fuppofe he was not Itfs iCucccfifti]: wlken he waa 
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Migsd by the abgry JeWs toprbach fii tfie fchqcl of 
tocTyranhos. . 

. lbe)i^v« you vUI ag^ee^ Reverend Sir» that tVa 
vfpoerable Fox and Bradford did dot appear Ufa vinC'* 
rable for prQaiehin| at PauPa crofs }. nether did I ever 
heaf t})at 6i(hop Latimer was looked. Updh' ^ do* 
grading his epifcopal . charader, when be ufed id 
prfach outin.Cotten Garden Weftitilnfter) andJCing 
Edward the Siiftht that Jofiah of his. age^ with fdmo 
of his courts leatfing on velvet cutbions^ looked ou'l 
at the paUce window . c6. hear him. . And I heieb^ 
s^pe^^J^taJbc whgte Unnreffity, whfathir ikeJteve- 
ri^fid Doddrfi of Oivihity, Heads of Ho'dcs, pradu« 
s^tes or. Under- Grduatca^ cveriooldsd uponiti^ 
criniinal, or beneith die di^nky df thqc p}act iindb 
Ration, to fit out ia the open:ti^ on St John! Bap-. 
ti/l's day» to hear si Mafter of Ai'ts preach froip tbe 
%me pulpit in Maludlia Coliegle yard ; thioiigh W 
fear it may be they (hould give f uf (her fanSHon "tb» 
field-preachihg^ they Have latdly thbi^^t proffer tia^ 
adjourn into the ChapeT. ? / '. • 

You know, Reverend Sir, who k was that, yrljeir. 
tbofe who were bidden in ^, tcg\x\fr ^yny refyM t,m 
come to the wedding-^fupper, wit)}out a^in| ai^y ; 
one's leave for. fo dping^ lent forth fome jrregulacar; 
into the fanes and ftreets of thp^cjty» into the higK- » 
ways and hedges^ with th^t, glorious iei^ouraglq^t 
con^miffion, not by finiss and ,in^;rri^nm/?Q{S|^ nyt by 

the eood of the (but, but by filling their inputbs wi A, 
gofpel - arguments^ backqd with the all « powerful 

energy 
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energy of the Holy Ghoft, to cov^l pobr> wander- 
ing, weary, heavy-laden finners to come tn« Armed 
with this panoply divine, and, as they think, au- 
Chorifed by the fame Lord, ibme few of us eontinoe 
tothis day, amongft fmall and great, high and low, 
rich and poor, in-Church or Chapel, in commons, 
fireets, iields, whenfoever or wherefoever divfne 
Providence opens a door, to ti&ifj repentance to- 
wards Go0 and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ : 
and this not out of contempt of, or in bppofition to 
llie godly admonitions, of our-ecciefiaftical fuperiors^ 
butbecaufe ^^ the love of Christ conftraineth us,**^ 
and we think that a wo^ a dreadful wo, awaits us 
if We preach noC' (he GofpeL Not that we are 
enemies to a decent or even ef^iicopal coniecration, 
or fetting apart .Cbur^hes and Chapels for divine 
and holy woj&tp^ : but we are more indifllerent about 
the reputedoutward fanAity of places, becaufe our 
ZtOUD, 'Wkh great foiemnity, fak) unto the woman 
of Samaria^ *^ Woman^ beKeve me, the hour com>- 
ech when ye &aUnefther in this mouRtain, nor yet 
^ Jerufalem, worfhip the Father : but the hour 
Cometh, and now is, when the true wor(hippers 
IKkll worlbip the Father in Spirit and in Truth.*' 
Hence we infer, - that every place is then,, artd onty ' 
^cir, 'properly caUed holy when, like the ground 
atound the buraing bufh, H is mye' holy by the 
divine prcfclrce of Him who fpake to Mofes but 'of 
the bu(h I or like mount Tabor, which by the Apo«> 
ftle Peter is called by^ way of emphafis, the Holy 
Mount, becaufe himfelf and James and John, not 
oi^ly had upon that inount a viiibte outward mani« 

- ' ' ^ feftatiofl^: 



feftation; but idfo a blefled inward hearNfeU fei^ft'of 
thci Redeemer's excellent glory. . It was undoubtedly 
this that made Peter break out into that exclatoa* 
tion : ^* Mafter, it is good for us to be here/* And 
it was this that warmed, and. not only warmed, but 
conftrained the enraptured Patriarch Jacob, whea 
be had only the ground for his bed, the ftones for 
his pillow, and the open firmament for his curtains 
and furniture, to break forth into that extatic 
language, ^^ How dreadful is this place !' this i^ 
no other than the houfe df God \ this is the gate 
of heaven.'* 

, If then. Reverend . Sir, for this and fucb h'k^ 
t^ngs we are accounted irregular sind difbrderly^ we 
are truly forry for it : — - Sorry but not upon our. 
own accounts, having the teflimony of a good con- 
feience that we zSt' with a fingle tyty and in dire<S); 
conformity to the authority of the. word of Goo.:' 
but we are forry barely on account of our impeaeh-^ 
ers and condemners, efpecially thpfe who being fet- 
apart for the. minifterial Office, and loaded with 
ecclefiaftiqil preferments, preach very feldom, or not' 
at all ; or, if they do preach now and then, preach* 
only as though they were barely reading wall*tec-* 
t»re8, and feldom or ever fo much as mention- or* 
quote the Homilies of our Church, though they have^ 
fgbfcribed to an Article which fays, that ^^ they 
contain a godly and wholefom do£^rine, and whic^h 
Judges thdm to be read in Churches by the minifters 
diligently and. diftinfily, that they may be under-' 
ftood of the people." It is to be feared, that it is 
9wUig to fucb kregutarity and diibrder as this,, that 

when 



Mifeii bur people heaf" of our AtfiHfes bV IltmiiBKl 
quoted by fome few* in the ptilplf, tli^ l6^ tfi^ 
raniy to clry out> « Wteit Hfe^* aiAavih^T ts Afrf 
Thou brifigeft certain ftrarigi^ tHinjgsito iifir'cafi.'* 
At leaft if it is not fo at hddie; I MMt it »(if 
«broad. Henc^ it was that aboMt \Mkk ybaffs agd,-' 
after I had been preaching to a very l^g^ iiiStiorf 
in one of the moft polite placds'ofi this Continent of 
America^ anfd in preabKing, as is hy tiflril biA6di^ 
had ftrongly been r^confnmending the boo^ oF Hbmi* 
HeS) numbers were fti^red op t6 gb-td t&Kfft^r^ ^* 
purchafe them: But upon inquiring after -ffi^ Vdok 
of Homilies, the Storekeeper, furprized at the no- 
velty of tSe «ironi Homilifr, btggea' Teive'tH'krftiw 
what Muflins t!bey meant, ^aiid #K^e/ tSejr ^ti' 
not Hummims^. 

' ;• ' ' ' ' ■ 

What a pity therefore is it^ Reverend Strc^ thaf 
the book of Homilies, whfch ought to' b« iffe^Yf^ 
band, and as common as our C6mfnonTfkferB6bliiy 
fbould never yet hav^ found a ptati? iiith^ larg^' 
Cjitalogue of books grveii aWay by th^ tftl^ly fotidabTe- 
Society for promoting Chriftian KnOn^Iedge, thb'ugh 
founded foon ifter the glorious Revbiuttbn. If tKii 
be Acft remediird fonfte way or anotfcbr, \(^t Aalt v^if 
foon. become dkbrderty indeed':' 61ir f^u)^% -mV 
&i\l Continue to' contradift oor R&ading^<ie!i^,'^ii^fi^^ 
we fliaU neter baVe ^e honour of hiding RiielS regu- - 
lar and orderly, till, regafd^dk off Su6ft:fi[5lioh^;' 
Oaths, Rubrics, and Ordlhattdn-Ofibtf i^ th>6mfe1 ve?,' . 
our pradices give this lie to our profbfiJbHf), ahd'#(^ ' 
f<;ek the fleece and liot the flock; and <' ptin&i (ittt'-^ 
felves, ahd oot CnwiUT .}&^m out hotLtfJ' y- -> 
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Dead Formalifts^ tnd proud felf-rigbteous Bigot9^ 
may loudly exclaim and cry out, *< the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of th« 
Lord are we I" They may not only cry out, but 
al(b caft out ', and thinking they thereby do God 
iervice, though moft notorioufly deficient in their 
own moral condud, may plead confcience, and fay^ 
•• Let the Lord be glorified.*' But to fuch as tbefe 
our Lord once faid, *< Ye are they that jufiify your- 
ftlves before men, but God knoweth your hearts/^' 
Like the chief Priefts, the Scribes and Pharifees of 
old, they may plead their Law ; for the breach of 
which thefe irregulars, as they imagine, ought to 
Be condemned and fufierj nay, time jnaiy come 
when they may be permitted to enforce their 
clamorous accufations by urging, as their godly pre- 
deceflbrs once' did againft our Mafler, that ^* we 
found thefe fellows perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute* unto Ca&far : but Pilate 
knew that for envy they delivered Hiih/ And 
though .they could plead tlieir Loyalty, and £iy^ 
^* If thou let this man go thou art not Caefar's 
friend, we have no king but Caefar ;** yet both our 
Lord and his Apoftles rendered themselves, and 
firidly taught all that heard them, to *^ render 
unto' Caefar the things that are'Caefar's, and unto 
God the things that are God's." Fain would 
the Methodifts copy after fuch glorioufly divine 
examples : and, bleiTed be Cod, after a trial of 
iijear forty years, upon the moft fevere fcrutiny, 
their loyalty cannot be jiiftly fo much' as once' 

.called in queftion: For aa they fear Gob, fo they 
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dearly love and honour their King^ their rtghtfiil 
Sovereign King George ; and have been, and ccTn- 
tinue to be, fteady invariable friends to the Protef^ 
tant fucc^on in the iliuftriaus Houfe of Hanover. 
And if fo, fuppofing thefe Metbodifts ihoiild be con- 
vi£ted of a£ting fomewhat irregular, Ante ft is only 
the irregularity of preaching and recommending iin- 
fkigned Love to God, and, for his great name fake, 
undiflembled^difintereiled Loyalty to their king; is it 
Dot the intereft as vt^ell as duty of civil government, 
if not to encourage, yet not to oppofe them f For 
it is certainly a mofl inconteftahle truth, that every 
addifional profelyte to true Method rfm, is an ad- 
ditional loyal fubJeiV to King G£orge the Third, 
whom, with his Royal moR amiable Confort, 
cur gracious Q^ieen Charlotte, the Methodifts 
Whh one united voice earneftly pray God long ta 
continue to be a nurfing Father and nnrffng Mother 
to oui Church and People of every denominatioix^ 
whatioever. 

■ » « 

' Every body is loudly compTainrng of the badne(s 
of our Times, and the degeneracy of our Morals- 
Sinners now proclaim their fin like Sodom, and the 
fiation hath fufFered more than a iecond deluge by 
an inundation, of every fin,, and every kind of cor- 
ruption that was ever committed or pradlifed under 
Heaven : ^* The whole head is fick, the whole heart 
faint;, from the crown of the head to the foFe of 
our feet, we are ftill of wounds and bruifes,. and' 
piutrifying fores." Shall there no man be found | 
then to ft'and in the gap i None dare to attempt at' 
leiUl toflemthe impetuous torrent? None venture 
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' to go out .with'\1l!fi!|r lives ih their hand, and ory tq 
a profane^ carelefs, ijufy world, " Oh ! every one 
that thirfleth, come ye to the waters ? " Can any 
conliderate, much more aoy real good man, be (o 
crue], as even to wi{h that the Gofpcl (hould be 
confined either to Church or Meeting, when there 
are fo many thoufands and tens of tboufands wbo> 
as to fpiritual things, know not their right band 
from their left, and who never go either to Church 
or Meeting at all i If fome are called to be fettled 
Minifters (and may the great Head of the Church 
fill all our Pariih-Churches and Meeting-Houfes 
with true evangelical Paftors!] may. npt gthers' be 
called out to be Itinerants ? Have there not been 
Prefbyters at large, even from the earlieil.t^mes of 
Chriftianity ? And if fome of a more Inferior fank 
and order {hould be qualified, and thrufi: forth by 
the great Lord of the harveft, when the harveft ja 
fo great, and the labourers fo feW| who fliaU dare tp 
iky tb Him, "What doft thouf" Shall our eye 
be evil becaufe he is good ? If Ifaiah w^ ,a Cour? 
tier, was not the Prophet Amos a Herdfinan ? .In 
the days of Mofes, when the Ifraelitea were under 
a more immediate divine theocracy, news was 
brought him, and that too even by a Jolhua, that 
Eldad and Medad were proph^fying in the camp^ 
without his Licence or his Ordination ; what doth 
this meek man of God fay ? ^^ Envieft thou for my 
fake? Would to God all the. Lord's people were 
prophets." And in the days of our Lord himfelf, 
when He was. perfonally prefent, his beloved difciple 
John, before his heart, was more enlarged by divine 
love, faid unto him^ " Mafl:er,.we faw one cafiing 
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kilt Scvils in thy natrife, Wnd . h^ fi>lIoweth"S3lVith 
nsj'and wc forbad hitri, bccaale he fbllbweth not wit;h ^ 
lis.** But what faid Jesus, that eood $hepherd an4 
Bilhop of Sonls ? «< Forbid hi^p noj." 

Such inftancesy fuch flriking. Inftances as thefe,. 
methinks, fhould make even good men careful 'liot 
to give way to a narroW, ic-lfilh, bigoted fpirit; "and 
eautiou them againtt joining with the world in fmit^ 
Ing their Fellow- fervants, hy crying down iw fpeakr 
llig (li^h'tiAgTy and reprbachiTuiry bf a tnethod of* 
preaching ^nd aifting, which, ipaugre all bppofition., 
forthefe thirty years lafepaft hath been blefted an^ 
6wHed 6F <jdb to the conVertihg of thoufands ; not 



Ji'ilHftie' m true ifl-ipturaJ godJineis, m neart. iipu 
mm. ^'*rit if M'W'b^fd^^in'io?^'^^^^^ a^ 
fflgftfbft bp'pf/fe-lhch iTi'rt^SylT^^''o^ affing, 
Vi^yMiiyWt6k\6 Mri^limK t^^ailiielr'in^afil 
itfs bnthU k(ie6urit; hi yi probJbii^ty, wilt not 'fee 
fef roitjg cohtitiii^rice ; 'for*^/ew wiir'cKbofe 'to Kiel, o*r 
hWir th'ertlrekfes cancticTaies for fuch aii•y.PLufeAU- 




•* apectacies to ijOD, to angeJs, ana to men t to 
facrtfice riot? dniy oitr natural, but ipintiial aflFecSons 
lihd cohnfeiSidnsi' and'tb part trom 'tholTe who arfe ai 
Bbir t6 them as .theif own fchts, iri order to pafs the 
Jltiirftib, arid bear tie colds and. lieaw of f?>reiign 
cHm'esV tllete'arc filch unfnvitfng thmgs'to corrupt 
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-nature, that if wt will Wve biit!^t!lfe patfthcc till 
z few-old weary heads are ki^^ the iSTent gnve^ 
thefe uncommon gofpcl-mcteof^ thcfe jficW-ph^no- 
menas, that feWom appear in thc^<itude of England 
fcarce above once ih a century, w'^hout i^Ke Help of 
any coercive means, will of themfel^.foon difapjiear', 
They begin to be pretty well in dfr^piitt' abeady : 
Yet a little while, and in allhumftn pf^^billiy they 
will quite vantih vway. But though { a^i neither as 
Prophet, nx>r the fon of a Prophet, I amgr.elly mif^ 
taken if, h i^-Red^mer^s own 'good Hnle'ahd way^ 
/oifie rpintual pH^j^ix will not b^i^aft^r'^rire,. fome 
i>kired'g6rpel-fitfthih[ieht Vc faiifett^ttat Ihall make 
tbe'devil and Ms threJefold ^rttiy,' «« f he.'lutf of thi 
f lelh, tbtluft 6r^e Eye, and the pm ofli^/' to 
lly b^lbfe thi (bund of the gofpel trumpet. 

r 

I .{niVeUWelt %fc iM^ei" Upbb ^fila particuV^ 
Ibvettitd ' Site, bt&eaiife thie pfitent learned ^ifhopjof 
Olouoih*, in lih late votato'ei, mtitlecl, Ttie Doq.^ 
triiies JP^OHee^ i^ plear<id to ob&rvej, more ttiarj 
mice, that he finds fault hot JTo much^ witK the ms|Uer, 
as the manner of the Methodifts preaching. Sut li 
by the manner his Lorc^bip would have* us to uilidbr* 
ftand, not their manner of preaching in the^feU^ 
)}ut the manner of their delivery^ wfaetber ini^A 
church or field, I would humbly alk his liord&ip, if 
he ever heard aoyof them preach i If not,^oth otrr 
law condemn any mati, or any ibt idf mbn^ unheard ?i 
And I would humbly inquire furtbtfr -of Ms-L^Mrdfiitpj 
and all others wfaoqi it «mayconperii,.ho^ cbeyvtofflct 
have them or zpy others preac|i ^ ' . . 

Ire- 




^ ^^BiwwB^twWBS^Kaor Dclauny, when I 
had the honour orSeing with hini, many years ago; 
at the Right Revef^d Dodor Boulter's, then I>ord 
Primate of Iielaij, among other hints, pro^r for 
a young preachfe; ga^e me to underftand, that when- 
.c?er;hc >»rcntur"rnto a pulpit, he defired to Jook 
*bpon it as, the aft time heihould ever preach, or the 
laft time that-he people (houW ever hear him. O that 
all Preac^i^^ whether withwi or without doors, 
^ however uignified or diftinguiAied, went always up 
1. , -in^^theifrcfpeaive pulpits thus impreffed ! They 
v. \ * 'would then preach as Apelles onc^ iaid he pointed, 
namely, for Eternity : They y^qvM then aft the ' 
|)art of true goQ^l Cbciflian OraXop,.an^ nqt only 
calmly and cooly inform the underftanding, but by 
perfuaflve pathetic addrefs endeavour to move the 
afFedions, and warm the heart. To aft otberwife 
beipeaks a fad. ignorance. of hum^^n nature,. and (uch 
ah inexcufable indolence and . indiffi^ence in tbe 
preacher, as muft condrain the hearers^ whether they 
will or not, to fufpe£): that the Preacher, let him be 
[ who he will, only deals in the falfe CQmmerce of uu« 
felt truths. 

' Were our Lawyers, our Counfeltors, or our Play- 
ers to aft thus, both the Bar and the Stage would 
fodn be deferted ; and therefore that anfwer of Mr 
Betterton, to* a worthy prelate, when he afked him 
** bow it came to pafs that the Clergy, who fpolcc 
of things real, afFefted the people fb little, and the 
Piayers, who fpoke of things barely fmagirrary, af* 
fcfted them fo much," is wdrfhj* of lafting regard; 
•* My Lord, fays Mr Betterton, I cahaKgn but one 
^ * ', reafon, 
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reafon, which is, Wc Players fpeak of things imagi- 
nary as though they were real, and too many of 
the Clergy fpeak of things real as though they 
were imaginary/* Thus it was in his, and all know 
it is too much the cafe in our time. Hence it is 
that even on our moft important occafions, the woi*. 
thy gentlemen concerned in our public Chaifties, 
generally find themfelves more obliged to the Mu- 
ficians than the Preachers, for the largen^fs of their 
coUeAions : and hence, no doubt it is, that upon our 
moft folemn Anniverfarics, after long previous notice 
hath been given, when feme even of our Lords Spiri* 
tual preach themfelves, perhaps not two Lords tem- 
poral come to hear them* 
• . ..." • • 

' rf • * • 

Sorry am I therefore. Reverend Sir, to inform 

you, that a celebrated Orator, in one of his Leflurcs 
delivered, if I am* not miftaken, in the Univerfity- 
of Oxford, takes the liberty of faying, « That it is 
to be feared this is too much the ftate of the Pulpit- 
elocution in general, in the church of England: 
On which' account^ adds he, there never was perhaps 
a religious feft upon earth whofe hearts were fo little 
engaged in the aft of public worfhipas the members 
of that Church, To be plcafcd, we muft fed, and^ 
we are pleafed with feeling. The Preibyterians are 
moved ; the Methodjfts are moved j they go to their 
meetings and tabernacles with delight; the verv 
Quakers are moved,; fantaftiq*il and extravagant as 
the language of their emotions is, yet ftilJ they are 
moved by it, and they love their form of worfhip for, 
that reafon : Whilft much the greater part of the; 
members of the Church of England, are cither ba-^ 

niihed 
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lifhed from it through dirguft, or rdudantly «t- 
end thefcrvice as a difagreeable duty,"— pThus. far 
At Sheridan. 

But why goil to th^ Bar or Stage to fetch vouch- . 

ra in defence of earneftnefs in heart and adion, wbea 

peaking for the mofl: High God, and ofFering fal- 

,4tion to precious and immortal fouls, for whom th» 

a/er-adoraUe Mediator (bed his precious blood? 

ifou Icnow, Reverend Sir, the ch^rafter given, of 

iuooUfAierus one of the Reformers, y7vidiis ,vulfus^ 

lividiMculii vividup manus denique omnia vivida. You. 

lave alfo heard of a Prophet who was commandefl 

»y. the Lord God hrmfelf to fmite with his hand, 

ind ftamp with his foot $ dnd Gofpel*minifter$ in 

reneral are cofnnianded . to ^< cry aloi|d» and (p^re 

[bt, an4 lift up their voip^ like trumpets." BiR- 

(rhy refer,! even to Refprmcfs or Prophets? Ratker 

2t me mention the Gop.and S^vjourof all, even 

ur Lord Je^sus Christ, on whofe nyanner of preach- 

ig the n^uUitu^es that followed hirn wl^qn ,he came. 

Dwn from the mount made this juft obferyaiion, that 

He fpake as one having authorlQr, and not as the 

:ribes." And after his refurre£^ion, When ** begin-: 

Ing at Mofes and all the Prophets, he .expounded 

ito them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 

imfelf," the two, difciples at Emmaus.fajd onq to 

[Other, *^ Did not our hearts burn within us while. 

talked with us by thj; waj^ and while he opened 

us the fcriptures I ** And I believe^ we may ven^ 

re to affirm, that if preachers in general, fpake and; 

ened the Scriptures more under the influence and. 

:rgy of his ble^Ted. Spirit, whether in confecrated or, 

unconfecrated 



unconlecrated ground, within or without doors/ thcf 

would find that their hearers hearts in a degree would 

burn within them too. 

» 

.But I have done. — You will be fo good, Reverend 

Sir, as to far<jlpPi^9t 5>ftlX ^^ freedom bdt prolixity 
of this. 1 have already mentioned, my motives for 
writjjn^l^ and tbtreforf fl^ail ,now: clofe.wuK the ad- 
yi(:e piy,(^ upon a ^milaqoccafipjx to, anecclellaftrcai 
coun|^U b]( Gain^jf^^ a pp^orof I^aw, and had in 
rep^^a^oa ao^ng all thej^^gpljc : '^Aadnow I fay unto 
yo,u^ %fr4>n frffJXi th^f^ n)f ji, and let them alone : 
for j^ tji^i^ counfel or v^ork be of men, it will come 
to nought'} but if; it bjs.of^GoQj ye cannot. over*' 
throw it: left haply ye be foujid to fight agajc^ft 
God."; TaihisiGob, and the word of his ^r^t:^^ 
I mo{l~hunibl^ recbitmiend both yourfelf and the. 
wl>ole Univerfity, earneftly praying, that all at all' 
times^msiy h^ye, a tight ju4gi^ent given thefninall 
things ; i beg leave to fubfcribeniyfelf. 



Reverei^d Sl^R^ 



Your willing Servant^ 



For Christ's fake^. 



L n D b K, 
April 12, 1768. 



G. Whitefield. 
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